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constitution. Pym enumerated all the grievances in Church and State, and asserted that their source was the intermission of parliaments, for Parliament was the soul of the body politic. The Commons answered the King's demand for money by saying that " till the liberties of the House and the kingdom were cleared they knew not whether they had anything to give, or no." Charles tried to bargain with them, and offered to abolish Ship-money if they gave him ^840,000 in return. They demanded not only the abolition of Ship-money but the abolition of the new military charges which the King had imposed on the counties for the support of their train-bands. Hearing that they meant to invite the Lords to make a joint protest against the intended war with the Scots, Charles cut short their project by a sudden dissolution (May 5, 1640). At this stroke moderate men were filled with melancholy, but the faces of the opposition leaders showed u a marvellous serenity." The cloudy countenance of Cromwell's cousin, St. John, was lit with an unusual light. " All was well," he said ; " things must be worse before they could be better, and this Parliament would never have done what was necessary to be done."
With or without Parliament's aid, Charles was resolved to force the Scots to submission. Some of his council,, knowing the emptiness of the exchequer, urged him to stand on the defensive.
" No defensive war," cried Strafford ; " go on vigorously or let them alone. The King is loose and absolved from all rules of government. In an extreme necessity